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WORSHIP 

WELCOME 

WORD 

In the life of prophet Elijah, God used a very unlikely animal to provide for him, a scavenger
bird, the raven! How have you seen God provide for you in extraordinary ways?

This Is Amazing Grace, Endless Praise, Won’t Stop Now, Dominion, Unending Love

 
Do we want to make a difference in life? If we want to make a difference in life, we need to make God the
difference in our life. Let's look at the life of a man in the Bible who was used by God to accomplish wonderful
things. His name was Elijah, the prophet. He became extraordinary because he went through God's School of
Brokenness. God started a training program for Elijah that will teach us as well how to become all that God
wants us to be. When God told Elijah to hide himself in 1 Kings 17:2-3, it was for his protection and his training.
What are the principles we need to learn to become all that God wants us to become? 

Principle 1: Listen - God desires to speak to us to reveal His will and be actively involved in leading
us.

How does God get us to listen to Him? He speaks to us through His Word, through prayer, His Spirit inside of us,
and even godly individuals and difficult circumstances. If we are deaf in those areas, God gets our attention
through a trial in our life, like a loss of a job, a family dispute, a health issue, a broken relationship or a personal
disaster. In those times, we listen more intently to Him but some of us still don't listen at all. Then what does
God do? God, in His love for us will cause us to experience a “desert experience” just so that we will stop and
hear Him. 

1 KINGS 17:1-9 

“Now Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the settlers of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the Lord, the God of
Israel lives, before whom I stand, surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except
by my word.” 2 The word of the Lord came to him, saying, 3 “Go away from here and turn
eastward, and hide yourself by the brook Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. 4 It shall be that
you will drink of the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to provide for you there.” 5 So he
went and did according to the word of the Lord, for he went and lived by the brook Cherith,
which is east of the Jordan. 6 The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread
and meat in the evening, and he would drink from the brook. 7 It happened after a while that
the brook dried up, because there was no rain in the land.8 Then the word of the Lord came to
him, saying, 9 “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and stay there; behold, I have
commanded a widow there to provide for you.” (Read 1 Kings 17:10-16) 
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When distractions prevent us from giving our undivided attention to God, He has a way of taking us aside to get
our undivided attention. He knows how stubborn the human heart is. He knows that if He is to accomplish His
deepest work. He teaches us His lessons to prepare us to be used in His Kingdom. In the desert, God changes us
and removes things that hinder us. He forces us to draw deep upon His grace. When He has accomplished what
He wants in our lives. He will take us out of the 'desert'. He has given each of us a mission to fulfill that can only
be fulfilled alter we have spent adequate time preparing for the 'desert.' Fear not the 'desert’ for it is where we
will hear God's voice like never before. It is also where we will have the idols of our lives removed. What must
we do when God tells us to do something?

Principle 2: Believe - God is sovereign, loving and wise. We must believe even when we don't
understand.

Listening to God in our ‘desert' experience is one of the greatest keys to living the Christian life. However, it must
be linked with radical obedience. We hear, and then we do. James 1:22, "But be doers of the Word, and not
hearers only, deceiving yourselves." 

Radical obedience means immediate obedience that fulfills God's command to its fullest measure, compliance
without exemptions. When Jesus says, "love your enemies," then we must love our enemies without excuses!
Now when we counsel people, focus on their heart because if the heart does not believe, the life will not change
inwardly. Many of us tell people to go to Bible studies or do this or that. That is external. What we want them to
do is to learn to first listen to God and believe Him. How we listen to God's commands and what we do with it
will determine what we receive from Him. It's the Law of Use: "Use It or Lose.” 

I Kings 17:7-9 "Sometime later the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the land. Then the word of
the Lord came to him: Go at once to Zarephath of Sidon and stay there. I have commanded a widow in that
place to supply you with food.’” Elijah was doing the will of God and yet the brook dried up. We must realize that
the Word of God did not come earlier or later because when the brook dried up, then and only then did God tell
Elijah the next step.

Principle 3: Obedience - God guides us step by step. We are to trust our God one day at a time.

God did not tell Elijah, "You go to Cherith and after that you go to Zarephath." God does not tell us the next step
until we obey the first one. If we were Elijah, would we go to Zarephath which is over a hundred sixty
kilometers? Who will take care of him in Zarephath? A widow. In the Bible the widows stand for the poorest of
the poor. God was developing the faith of Elijah that was why His commands were not easy to understand. But
every command has a promise and if we want to receive the promise, we must believe and then obey. After
obeying what must we do?

Principle 4: Wait - God's divine delays are not denials. God is seldom early and never late. God's
timing is perfect.

For many, waiting is the hardest part of the process. God often has to apply His divine delays in order to
accomplish His purposes. Jesus had to let Lazarus die for the miracle that was about to take place have its full
effect. If Jesus had simply healed Lazarus, the impact of the miracle would not have been as newsworthy as
resurrecting a man who had been dead for 4 days. This is Jesus' greatest "public miracle" in His whole ministry.
We can choose to remain ordinary and indifferent in our lives by simply remaining as we are today. Or we can
choose to develop and become all that God wants us to be by submitting to God's School of Faith, undergoing
the process like Elijah and the widow to experience God's mighty hand at work in our lives. Elijah went on to do
great miracles for God's glory and became all that God wanted him to be.



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
(Leaders: Please choose questions that are appropriate to the level of spiritual maturity of your members)

1.Think of someone you consider to be a true Christ follower. What unique attributes of their character would
you like to see in your own life? Why?

2.God is preparing each of us to become all that He wants us to be. How have you seen God prepare you for
His specific purposes in your life?

3.How has listening to His Word strengthened your relationship with God?

4.Describe a time in your life when things felt very desperate, but you saw God meet your needs. How did
your belief in His promises help you then?

5.When did you last step out in faith and obey God even though that decision didn’t seem to make sense to
you at the time? What did you learn from the experience?

6.Is there a “dry brook” in your life God is using to “motivate” you to move on to what He has next for you?
What is your response?

7.Are you waiting on the Lord to answer a prayer request? What can you do while waiting?

WORKS 
Ask God to help you become the man or woman that He has called you to be. Pray so that like Elijah, God will
reveal to you the specific place and people that He calls you to minister to. Take courage and speak God’s
truth to people who may or may not listen to God’s Word. Share the gospel of grace to them, and trust God
to accomplish His plan in their lives.

 
WEEKLY PRAYER POINTS 
I. Thanksgiving
• Worship God for who He is, what He has done, and what He will do in our lives.

II. Country and the World
• Upright and moral governance of public servants; repentance and salvation for government leaders and
citizens for a Christ-centered Philippines.
• For legislators to promote and support bills and laws aligned with God’s Word.
• War between Russia and Ukraine to end, loss of lives prevented.
• For the rest of the Israeli hostages to be restored to their families safely. For Israel’s war with terrorists to
end according to God’s purpose and for His glory.
• For the civil war in Syria to end peacefully, protection for Christians and other minorities; that there will be
freedom from oppression for Syrians. Pray for the gospel to spread rapidly throughout the country.
• Pray for Nigeria and persecuted Christians there; earnestly seek God’s intervention to stop the bloodshed.
Pray for freedom from oppression, that God’s word and His people bring them comfort and hope.



III. Church
• That CCF Members would honor and love God and make disciples.
• Elders, pastors, Dleaders, and families would be (holy, humble, harmonious, happy, heart-working).
• Ministries and churches would expand worldwide.
IV. CCF Facilities
• Worship and Training Center
• Prayer Mountain
V. Personal Concerns
• Deeper intimate relationship with God.
• Righteous living.
• Salvation of family and friends.


